RAC ‘End of Term’ transport report for 2003

Motoring-related Government or EU initiatives 

	Government failure to meet its 10 year plan on congestion reduction targets
	This is bad news for everyone – the motorist, hauliers, business, pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists and the environment 
	(Summary: Must do better!

	Alistair Darling announces £6billion for road improvements over the next 10 years
	This is good news for all road users, given the fact that 9 out of 10 people say they cannot live without their cars. This could mean bad news for the environment, though
	(Summary: A good focus for essential future improvement

	David Begg’s contract renewed as Chair of the Commission for Integrated Transport
	Though many motorists and businesses will lament Begg’s commitment to the future of widespread road charging, his focus on making dramatic reductions in congestion via various means must be good news for all road users, pedestrians and the environment
	( Summary: On the right track

	Motor Insurance Directives
	The so-called 4th and 5th Directives aim to harmonise insurance policies across Europe so that British motorists involved in accidents in the EU can claim in a straightforward fashion. Work is still needed to clarify the situation and the wording for cyclists so that it achieves a fair outcome
	(Summary: Better for motorists, but concerns remain over the wording


Motorway driving 

	Lorry User Charging details announced. From 2006 HGVs will be charged per mile using satellite tracking to use the network
	This is should be good news for all road users as it may reduce lorry use on motorways and should ease ‘wear and tear’ causing road works, cost and disruption. Many businesses, particularly hauliers, will see costs increase as a result of this scheme but the scheme is intending to level the playing field for British firms in the face of stiff and cheap European competition. However, the scheme won’t be up and running for some time
	(Summary: A mixed bag

	Police hand traffic and accident management roles on motorways to the Highways Agency 
	This scheme intends to relieve the police of their responsibility for managing traffic flow on the motorway, particularly when accidents occur. Until the handover has been achieved, and safety and resourcing concerns have been alleviated, the jury remains out
	(Summary: Too early to assess impact

	M6 Toll opens for business
	Many road users welcomed the road as providing a real choice for motorists in the busy West Midlands area. Reduced journey times will benefit some businesses, though others could see costs rise due to comparatively high charges for HGVs. The road could trigger an overall rise in traffic volumes, which will negatively impact the environment. Because the road is run by a private company, prices could go up and up!
	(Summary: Good for now, but is wide-scale charging the shape of things to come?

	Proposed introduction of hard shoulder running
	Though it may possibly reduce congestion, the use of the hard shoulder as a motorway running lane (due to be introduced on the M42 in 2004) will have a negative impact upon motorway safety. 250 people die or are seriously injured on the hard shoulder every year. RAC has received hundreds of letters and emails from concerned motorists on this topic. Congestion must be eased but not at any price
	(Summary: Danger! 


Transport in towns and cities

	Increase in speed cameras near accident hotspots
	Many people are opposed to the use of speed cameras as a revenue raising tool. RAC believes that where cameras are used in known accident blackspots they do reduce accidents as long as they are clearly visible 
	(Summary: good for road safety

	Increase in speed cameras in general
	RAC opposes the use of speed cameras purely to raise revenue or to replace police in law enforcement. Speed cameras do not alter driving behaviour if they are used in this way. RAC favours schemes which help to ‘train’ motorists not to speed, in lieu of fines and penalty points
	(Summary: cameras solely raising revenues do not save lives 

	Congestion charging introduced in London
	Traffic in central London has reduced by around 20% since the scheme was introduced. This is a good thing, though London’s creaking public transport system doesn’t provide a viable alternative for many motorists. Businesses have also reported reductions in trading which is not good for London’s economy. The long term impact cannot yet be assessed
	(Summary: Too early to assess impact

	Introduction of Disability Discrimination Act
	The Disability Discrimination Act has been introduced to bring the transport industry into line with other service providers as regards the treatment of those with a disability. This is good news for the many millions of British people who are disabled
	(Summary: good news for disabled drivers and passengers


Running, servicing, buying and selling cars

	Fuel prices increase by 5p per gallon
	Motorists, businesses and the haulage industry have all bemoaned the introduction of yet another rise in fuel duty. Without improvements to the public transport system, most motorists won’t consider using alternative modes of transport for their journeys
	(Summary: hasn’t reduced car use, just raises cost of motoring

	Good Garage Scheme
	This scheme is meant to protect consumers from cowboy mechanics. In principle this is a good thing, though because it is a voluntary scheme in practice it may do little to solve the problem. RAC supports any moves to clean up the servicing industry
	(Summary: will the practice live up to the principle?

	End of Life Vehicles legislation
	This legislation aims to make motor manufacturers responsible for disposing of a car at the end of its useful life. Environmentally this makes sense, but it is expected to be very difficult to implement
	(Summary: the legislation is so far proving problematic


Accidents and safe driving

	Car crime statistics are falling
	Car crime is falling, mainly because cars are harder to break into and steal. This has resulted in some increase in violent car crime, though in general this is great news for motorists
	(Summary: good news for motorists

	Drink drive statistics are rising
	Government awareness campaigns have had much success in making drink driving socially unacceptable. There remains a hard core of repeat offenders who won’t change their behaviour. The problem is growing with 560 casualties caused by drink drivers in 2002, up 6% from 2001. Radical new approaches are needed to stop the rot
	(Summary: Drink drive still costs lives

	Overall road casualties are falling
	Road safety initiatives, better car safety designs and the increasing use of speed cameras have reduced the number of deaths on the roads. This is a good thing, though with almost 10 people killed in accidents every day, it’s still a major problem
	(Summary: good news though 10 deaths per day is 10 too many

	20 mph zones introduced outside many schools
	Recognising the need to apply appropriate speed limits to particularly dangerous roads is a good thing. With congestion a major problem around schools, children who walk to school are often accident victims. A reduction in speed limits to 20mph has contributed to the falling casualty rate in school age children
	(Summary: good news for safety

	£50m for the school run
	The Government’s pledge of £50million to ease the growing problems associated with the school run was widely welcomed when it was announced in September. With as much as 10% of traffic on our roads associated with picking up and dropping off children from school, some urgent, locally-relevant measures are long overdue
	(Summary: good news for safety and to ease congestion

	DVLA pledges to clamp down on untaxed vehicles
	There are as many as 1 million untaxed, uninsured vehicles on our roads, driving up costs for the UK’s law abiding motorists. The DVLA’s pledge to impound and even crush vehicles that do not display appropriate tax discs have been welcomed in most circles
	(Summary: good news for the law abiding motorist

	Pedestrian protection directives
	These directives are a good thing in principle. Though much has been done to improve safety features on new vehicles to protect drivers and passengers, few cars are designed with pedestrian safety in mind. The EuroNCAP results this year show that there’s still a very long way to go
	(Summary: should help reduce pedestrian casualties

	Mobile phone legislation introduced
	This long awaited legislation is a major step forward for road safety, though it was some surprise that a better public education campaign was not introduced earlier in order to dispel significant confusion amongst motorists and fleet managers. Advertisements about the new law educate motorists about the distraction caused by driving with a hands free kit
	(Summary: good news for safety; more public awareness is paramount

	Work related road safety guidance
	As many as one third of all road accidents involve drivers on company business. With more stringent corporate killing legislation due next year, company directors need to take very seriously the provision of proper guidelines for their employees concerning vehicle safety , proper insurance, drivers’ hours etc. This guidance is a step in the right direction
	(Summary: good news for safety


